Supreme Court Cases Volume 2
Read about the case and discuss the issue in your group.
Case: Gideon v. Wainwright 1963 (Gideon is the citizen)
A citizen is accused of committing a robbery. He cannot afford to hire a lawyer and requests that the government provide  him with one, at no cost to him. The government says it is not  required to provide a defendant with a lawyer except in capital  (murder) cases. The government denies the request.
Issue: Do defendants have the right to request a lawyer to help with their defense?

Why or why not?

For now, call the case Citizen v. Police (1966)
Case: A citizen is arrested by the police and accused of rape, murder and robbery. The suspect is brought to the police station, the police tell  him he must answer questions about the alleged murder before  he is allowed to contact anyone, including a lawyer. During the 2 hour interrogation, the citizen allegedly confesses to the crimes. 

Issue: Do citizens have the right to refuse to answer questions about a crime until they contact a lawyer and until the lawyer is  present? Why or why not?

