5 Paragraph Essays for Social Studies


	For the INTRO Paragraph:

	
	Introduction: introduce the topic and give a little background information to let the reader know what you will be talking about 

	
	Thesis Statement/Claim: This is the sentence that has your argument that directly answers the question. For example: “American foreign policy from 1789-1825 was….”

	
	Then write one sentence, which will explain the subject of each interior paragraph.  This sentence should be general and not contain too many specifics.  The introductory paragraph is really the background and sets the stage for the rest of the essay.



	FOR EACH BODY PARAGRAPH:

	
	 Topic Sentence: (This is your first supportive reason to the thesis…you must include part of the thesis in this sentence) 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                


	
	Cite the text: use the documents as evidence to support your answer (you should quote AND/OR paraphrase.  For example: In document #3 it says, “……………………………….” 


	
	Explain how the evidence above supports your answer… E should follow your C (This suggests, shows, demonstrates…)



	For the Conclusion paragraph:

	
	Restate your thesis statement. Make sure the reader REALLY understands your argument by summarizing your main points


